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The Christmas Countdown  
 
I have a friend who loves to upload a Christmas countdown clock on social media - as early as August! I must confess; 
each year, this becomes harder to deal with. Why, you may wonder, should anyone think this way? It’s the prospect of 
the merry-go-round that British Christmas has become. How can we and why should we 
recover the real reason for this magical festival?  
 
The answer is Easter. Not what you were expecting, perhaps! For Christians, it is the miracle  
of Easter that shows the great glory of Christmas; and vice-versa. The Creator came as a baby 
 and later died for us. His coming was completed when he rose again from the dead. But first, 
 he had to be born. That is why we celebrate Christmas, or ‘Christ Mass.’ 
 
Usually, to organize our Christmas, there's a long to do list; buying presents, preparing food, 
decorations, writing cards, etc. If we are fortunate enough to have someone to host or celebrate with, this festive 
season can be exciting. But not everyone finds this an easy season. Can you imagine what must have been in Jesus' 
mind - knowing what it would cost him in becoming a  present from the heart of God to our troubled world? Some 
would welcome him, but not everyone. And in the end, he would be seen as trash, dying in public, executed like a 
criminal, like so much discarded Christmas wrapping. However, he came out of love for you and me. Perhaps the best 
gift to give ourselves this year, after all we have been through, would be to embrace the fact that God loves us, he has 
compassion on our frailties, and has been through hell as well. You are ‘worth it’, according to Jesus. 
 

Lest I seem too intense alongside the glitter and baubles - what we are celebrating [from a 
Christian foundation] is the coming of the best gift to each of us. A child born to be our Saviour. A 
child destined to show love that goes far beyond any we have known. Jesus did not come with just 
words, although having wisdom beyond his years - nor did he live in a palace, even though he was 
King - nor did he show off his power, even though he could do miracles. All this was for two 
reasons - to bring us the good news about God’s love and to make a way for the worst in us to 
become the best, with good will to all.  
 

As Christ was God, now become human, so humans can become like him. Not perfect yet, but on the way to a new 
humanity where love, justice, and ultimately, where peace resides within and without.  
 
May you have a lovely, peace-filled Christmas.  
 
In God’s love, 
 
Rev’d Peter 
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 Sunday 5th December– 

2nd Sunday of Advent 

Sunday 12th December– 

3rd Sunday of Advent 

Church Time Service Church Time Service 

Boltons 8am Holy Communion Setmurthy 9.30am Morning Worship 

Isel 9.30am Holy Communion Torpenhow 9.30am Holy Communion 

Wythop 9.30am Holy Communion 

  
St. John,  
Bassenthwaite 

11am CAROL Service 

Bassenthwaite 
Chapel 

11am Morning Worship Boltons 11am CAROL Service 

Plumbland 

  

11am Morning Worship Embleton 3pm CAROL Service 

St. Bega,  
Bassenthwaite 

3pm Holy Communion Allhallows 6.30pm CAROL Service 

Embleton 6pm Evening Prayer Ireby 6.30pm Evening Prayer 

Sunday 19th  December– 

4th Sunday of Advent 
CHRISTMAS EVE- 

Friday 24th December 

Church Time Service Church Time Service 

Plumbland 9.30am Holy Communion 

  
Plumbland 7pm CHRISTMAS 

Communion 

Bassenthwaite 
Chapel 

11am Morning Worship 

  
Embleton 9pm CHRISTMAS 

Communion 

Setmurthy 11am CAROL Service 

  
Isel 9pm CHRISTMAS 

Communion 

Wythop 

  

11am CAROL Service 

  
Allhallows 11pm CHRISTMAS 

Communion 

Torpenhow 3pm CAROL Service 

  
St. John,  
Bassenthwaite 

11pm CHRISTMAS 

Communion 

Isel 4pm CAROL Service 

  
Boltons 11.30pm CHRISTMAS 

Communion 

Embleton 6pm Evening Prayer 

  
      

Ireby 6.30pm CAROL Service       

CHRISTMAS DAY - 
Saturday 25th December 

Church Time Service Church Time Service 

Setmurthy 

  

8.30am CHRISTMAS 

Communion 
St. Bega, 
Bassenthwaite 

10am CHRISTMAS 

Communion 

Ireby 9.15am CHRISTMAS 

Communion 
Wythop 10am CHRISTMAS 

Communion 

      Torpenhow 10am CHRISTMAS 

 

December Services 
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January Services 
 

Most of the restrictions have now been eased, but face masks are still required to be worn in 
church, when arriving and leaving, and can only be removed once seated. 

Sunday 2nd January– 

2nd Sunday of Christmas 

Sunday 9th January– 

1st Sunday of Epiphany 

Church Time Service Church Time Service 

Boltons 8am Holy Communion Embleton 9.30am Holy Communion 

Plumbland 9.30am Holy Communion Setmurthy 9.30am Morning Worship 

Wythop 9.30am Morning Worship Torpenhow 9.30am Holy Communion 

Bassenthwaite 
Chapel 

11am Morning Worship 

  
Allhallows 11am Holy Communion 

Isel 11am Holy Communion 

  
St. John,  
Bassenthwaite 

11am Holy Communion 

            

St. Bega,  
Bassenthwaite 

3pm Holy Communion       

Embleton 6pm Evening Prayer Ireby 6.30pm Evening Prayer 

Sunday 16th January– 

2nd Sunday of Epiphany 

Sunday 23rd January– 

3rd Sunday of Epiphany 

Church Time Service Church Time Service 

Isel 9.30am Morning Worship Boltons 8am Holy Communion 

Plumbland 9.30am Morning Worship Ireby 9.15am Holy Communion 

Bassenthwaite 
Chapel 

11am Morning Worship Setmurthy 9.30am Holy Communion 

Wythop 

  

11am Holy Communion Allhallows 11am Morning Worship 

Ireby 11am CHRISTINGLE 

Service 
St. John,  
Bassenthwaite 

11am Morning Worship 

      Torpenhow 11am Family Service 

Embleton 6pm Evening Prayer       

Sunday 30th January– 

Presentation of Christ- CANDLEMAS 

Church Time Service 

Team Service 

venue to 

be decided 

  

10.30am Holy Communion 
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Christmas Services 
 
This edition of the Binsey Link contains full details of all the Christmas services taking place in our churches across the 

Binsey Team. As you will see there are 9 Carol Services in all, which are spread across the two Sundays before  

Christmas, so there is plenty of choice. For Christmas itself and our celebrations of Jesus’ birth we will be holding  

services either on Christmas night or on Christmas morning in each of the churches. We hope that you will be able to 

come along as we listen to the readings and sing carols, which tell of the real meaning of Christmas and of God’s love 

for us all. 

 

After last year’s restrictions, we are delighted to be planning both Carol and Christmas services and very much looking 

forward to singing carols again. We are making a polite request that every adult wears a face-mask as they enter and 

leave church and also whilst they are walking around, until they are seated. This is out of care and consideration for 

those more vulnerable members of our villages. Otherwise, there are no restrictions, and we will not be ticketing our 

services or looking to limit the number of people attending.  

 

Above all, we look forward to welcoming everyone to our Christmas services this year and sharing in our celebrations 

as we rejoice in the birth of Jesus Christ, who is God’s message of love for the whole world. 

 

Full details of the services are also published on the Binsey Team website (www.binsey.org.uk) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 

We are very pleased to announce that Mrs Sandra Hillyard has been appointed as the new Parish Administrator for the 

Binsey Team, and her normal working days will be Monday, Wednesday and Thursday.  

Sandra will be supporting the Team Rector with all the administration for the Binsey Team, liaising with Wedding  

couples, updating the website and the church database, and liaising with each of the churches. 

Sandra can be contacted via phone or email.  

 

Tel: 07392 443969  

email: admin@binsey.org.uk 

“Do not be afraid. 

I bring you good news of great joy. 

A Saviour has been born to you; 

he is Christ the Lord. 

You will find a baby wrapped in cloths 

and lying in a manger." 
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From the Registers 

BAPTISMS 
Jack Thomas Bowe was baptised at St. Michael & All 
Angels, Torpenhow on 31st October 2021. 

Alice Stevens was baptised at St. Margaret, Wythop on 
Sunday 7th November 2021. 

Jack Stevens was baptised at St. Margaret, Wythop on 
Sunday 7th November 2021. 
 
 
 

WEDDINGS  
Darryl & Naomi Corbin renewed their marriage vows at St. 
James, Ireby on 30th October 2021. 
 
FUNERALS  
The funeral of Robin Veitch, from Routenbeck, took place 
at St. Margaret, Wythop on  26th October 2021.  
 
 

 

Baptism in the Binsey Team Mission Community  
We are really pleased when parents approach us about Baptism (also known as Christening) for their child. It’s a very 
important step, both for parents and the child. Infant Baptism involves parents and godparents making a public 
commitment about their own Christian faith and the church. They are making a commitment to pray for their child, so 
that as they grow, with their help, and ours, they may be able to live out in practice the Christian life. 
 
To enable parents to do this we ask that you come and join us in worship at any of our team churches at some point in 
the two months BEFORE the date of the baptism, if possible. After an enquiry is made, a home visit will be arranged to 
discuss things informally, to see what level of preparation might be appropriate and answer any questions.  
 
We are delighted to be conducting Baptisms again, and most of the restrictions have now 
been eased, but face masks are still required to worn in church, when arriving and 
leaving, and can only be removed once seated. At this stage we are still looking to restrict 
the size of the baptism party with the number of people allowed to attend appropriate to 
the size of each church. 
 
For an informal chat about infant baptism, please contact the Team Rector, Revd. 
Stephen Banks on 016973 71541 or the Team Vicar, Revd. Peter Gilroy on 016973 71430.  
Please note that St James, Uldale is not currently available because of major restoration 
work. 

Choose any one of our churches for your special 
day! 
 
Congratulations if you have just got engaged and are 
thinking about getting married in one of the Binsey 
Mission Community churches.  
 
If you currently live anywhere within the Binsey Mission 
Community area, then you can get married in our 
churches. If you live elsewhere, but have a family 
connection to a church, or want to come and worship 
regularly in our churches, then we’d love to help you.  
 

We are delighted to be able to conduct weddings again, 
and most of the restrictions have now been eased, but 
face masks are still required to worn in church, when 
arriving and leaving, and can only be removed once 
seated.  
 
If you would like to enquire about what is currently 
possible or book a wedding, please contact our Team 
Rector, Revd. Stephen Banks on 016973 71541 for a 
friendly chat. He will be able to talk you through what is 
possible and what are the current differences.  
 
We would love to welcome you into our church and help 
you make your life-long commitment to each other before 
God.  
 
Please note that several of our churches are small, so not 
able to accommodate more than 50-60 guests, and St 
James, Uldale is not currently available because of major 
restoration work  
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Binsey History by Mick Jane 
Coalminers in Cumberland 

 
Saturday May 3rd 1879 

 
STRIKE IN WEST CUMBERLAND. 
The colliers of West Cumberland, to the number of about 
3,000, continue to strike.   When the masters first gave 
notice of a wage reduction of about ten percent, which 
they held to be necessary by the condition of trade in the 
neighbourhood, the men proposed a deputation to the 
coal-owners, with power to settle the dispute by   
arbitration.   
 
The masters declined arbitration, because no profits were 
being made, and instead of receiving a deputation from 
the Miners’ Union, which they apparently wished to  
ignore, they said their view was that the managers of the various pits should settle with their respective workmen. The 
men would not accept this proposal and preferred to remain idle.  Last Saturday, however, the owners made an offer 
that both owners and agents of the different collieries should meet their respective workmen to endeavour to settle 
the difference. This offer the men accepted, but as will be seen below, the negotiations were fruitless, and still the 
strike continued.  
 
MEALSGATE 
On Saturday last the usually quiet little village of Mealsgate was thrown into a state of excitement and alarm. A mass 
meeting of colliers, numbering 600 or 700, from the various collieries in the neighbourhood, was held, and paraded the 
village with bands of music.  A few “shiftmen” have been employed, and this gave offence to those who have turned 
out.  Great indignation was manifested, and so threatening did they become, that it was deemed advisable to send for 
an additional police force to protect the shiftmen.  Superintendent Robinson, of Wigton, with all available force, at once 
proceeded to Mealsgate.  A few panes of glass were broken in one of the shiftmen’s houses, but we have heard of no 
further damage being done.  Supt. Robinson expostulated with the men on the folly of proceeding to such a length, and 
the crowds gradually dispersed.  So bitter is the feeling against the “blacklegs” that it has been deemed advisable to 
have additional police force, and Supt. Robinson and nine constables are stationed at Mealsgate up to the present time. 
 
POLICE ARRANGEMENTS. 
There has been considerable alarm caused in the various colliery districts by the behaviour of some of the colliers on 
strike, in assaulting and intimidating the men who have shown a disposition to return to their work. The superintendent 
of the Wigton division, and nine constables are on duty at Mealsgate.  Mr. Dunne has also arranged for bodies of police 
to be concentrated on special duty, in the other districts where disturbances are apprehended, for the purpose of    
protecting of life and property, and preserving the peace. The police have received strict orders to bring before the 
magistrates all persons found committing offences against the law. 
 
This was the beginning of the end of coal mining in the Fletchertown area in c1927 
 
If you have an interesting story to tell please contact Mick Jane at 5, Front Street, Fletchertown.  
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Around The Parishes  
Allhallows 

All Saints Church, Allhallows invite you to a Christmas 
afternoon Tea in the Community Centre on Saturday 11th 
December 2pm to 4pm  
 Senior Citizens Lunch on Wednesday 15th December 12 
noon at the White Heather Hotel. Ellenvale coach will 
leave Fletchertown Crossroads at 11-30am. 

Please give names to Gillian Marr Tel 71478 or Gill 
Edmondson Tel 71696 by 12th December. This is a free 
lunch to everyone in Mealsgate and Allhallows Parish. 
 
Allhallows Centre 
Everyone at the Community Centre would like to thank 
you for your continued support and wish you all a 
peaceful and happy Christmas. 

We are pleased to announce that the Community Centre 
is now fully re-open with the Tearoom now available for 
hire after having a new floor.  

Bingo - Friday 7th January 2022– First Bingo of the New 
Year, eyes down at 7.30pm, there is a snowball game and 
a quickie game. Entry fee £1.00 includes refreshments, 
50p per bingo book. You’re welcome to bring your own 
drink if you wish. 

If you wish to make a booking for room hire, please ring 
07593 638830 and leave a message, someone will get 
back to you.  

Ireby 

 

Parish Church of St James, Ireby 
 
Our CHRISTMAS SERVICES are as follows: 
19th December  -   CAROL SERVICE  6.30pm, to be 
followed by mulled wine and refreshments. 
Christmas Day   -   HOLY COMMUNION  9.15am. 
 
The Church will be decorated on Saturday 18th  
December at 2.00pm – offers of help will be appreciated! 
 
Our CHRISTINGLE SERVICE will take place on Sunday 16h 
January at 11.00 am.  Candle boxes, for donations in aid 
of the Children’s Society, will be available in Church  
during December. 
 

IREBY CHRISTMAS FAIR 
& LIGHT SWITCH ON 

SATURDAY 4TH DECEMBER 
 WE WILL BE HOLDING THE CHRISTMAS FAIR 

IN THE GLOBE HALL FROM 4-6pm BEFORE 
 THE LIGHT & CAROLS IN THE SQUARE AT 6PM 

£2 ADULTS & CHILDREN FREE 

RAFFLE, CRAFTS & CAKE, GIFT STALL, SANTA 

MULLED WINE & MINCES PIES 

 
Ireby Globe Hall Lunch Club 
Thursday 16th December 2021 at 12 noon. 
Thursday 27th January 2022 at 12 noon. 
 
Please contact Barbara Johnson on 016973 71578, by the 
previous Saturday, to book or cancel. 

Meet and greet your community at 
The Globe Hall’s Annual General Meeting 
On Monday 6th December at 7.30pm 
In the Globe Hall, Ireby 
Mulled wine and mince pies 
Subject to Covid guidelines 
 
Any questions: david.rooney@btopenworld.com 
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Bassenthwaite 
St. John’s Church. 
Cleaning:   
December, J Stephens, M Green.   
January, R. Barnes. 
Flowers:   
December, no flowers in Advent.  
Christmas  Bassenthwaite and Isel Mothers Union 
January B Jordan  & D Mattinson 
 
Soup Lunch.  No Soup Lunch in December. 
The next one is 11th January, 12noon to 1.30. In the Parish 
Room. All welcome.  
 
There will be a Coffee morning, in aid of Church funds, at 
Bassenfell Manor on Wednesday the 19th January from 
10am to 12noon. All welcome. 
 
 
BASSENTHWAITE POP IN 
Bassenthwaite Parish Room 
Tuesday 7th December 2021 & Tuesday 18th January 2022 
(venue to be advised) 10.30 am – 1.30 pm 
£2 per person, including tea/coffee. 
Come along for a cuppa, natter and a bring and share 
lunch. 
Enjoy some time doings crafts, knitting, sewing etc 
For any further information – call 

Helen on 017687 76222 or 
Alison on 017687 76393 

Keep up to date with the Parish Room: 
Sign up for our Friends of Bassenthwaite Parish Room 
Newsletter by emailing fobpr.newsletter@gmail.com 
and join the mailing list for our regular news and 
updates. 
Facebook: www.fb.me/bassparishroom 
 
Website:  
www.bassenthwaite.org.uk/parish-room.html 
 
Contact the Parish Room Coordinator for bookings 
Email:  bookbassenthwaiteparishroom@gmail.com 
Phone: 07786 434411 
 
Hall for Hire 
Available for classes, events, functions 
and weekend group accommodation 
Large well-equipped kitchen 
AV system 
Accessible facilities 
Reasonable Rates 
For further details: www.bassenthwaite.org.uk 
Or contact: bookbassenthwaiteparish@gmail.com 
07786 – 434 – 411 

Plumbland St Cuthbert's 
 
It is, of course, the season (Advent) when we look forward 
to the birth of Jesus and celebrate the message that brings 
in songs, carols and readings. In recent years we have 
welcomed our local school children to hold their Carol 
service with us, an event which is enjoyed by all 
who are able to come along. Unfortunately, the school 
won’t be able to come to church this year. However, we 
will be singing carols at our 9.30am communion on 
Sunday 19th December. Then, on Christmas Eve we will be 
holding our Christmas Holy Communion service at 
7pm,and we  
extend a warm invitation to everyone to join us as we  
celebrate the birth of Jesus. 
 
We have all experienced a ''Funny Old Year'' so let us look 
forward to a more settled, brighter New Year ahead of us. 
We cannot, at this last chance of the year, forget the 
magnificent support that YOU our Parishioners and friends 
give us, and we are often humbled by your generosity and  
willingness to help, especially this year when, in response  
to our 'Gift Day' Appeal we have received over £1,400  
THANK YOU! 
 

 
We look forward to rekindling old acquaintances and 
friends in the coming year, but, in the mean time:- Be 
Vigilant, Stay safe, warm and enjoy the love of your 
FAMILY. 
HAPPY CHRISTMAS! 
 
 
Plumbland Village Hall is now open again and various 
groups have started meeting there again, Bowling, Youth 
Club, W.I. and the new Whiskey Club! However no singing 
or dancing as yet. 
Please check the Hall's notice board for up to date 
information: 
https://plumbland.org/index.php/village-hall 
 
 
 
 
 

Plumbland  
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Embleton 
Can it really be December? Well, it seems so and we are 
on schedule to complete a wonderfully successful year 
supporting the Dewode health centre out in Uganda. Well 
done, everyone and thank you. Congratulations to Joan 
Todd on her excellent fundraising with her Hadrian’s Wall 
walk too.  We will be holding a Christmas themed pop-up 
stall on the first weekend of the month and definitely hope 
for better weather than the last one! After that if there are 
some goodies left, we will put them in one of the sheds at 
Scales Farm courtesy of the kind support from the Wilson 
family.  
 
You are cordially invited to join us on the afternoon of 
December 12th for a family carol service which replaces 
the pre-covid Christingle service. Fairy lights will be in 
place and refreshments served also at our Christmas Eve 
communion; we hope you will take the opportunity to join 
us at this special time in the calendar.  
Meanwhile, a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year; 
see you in February!  
 
Dates for your diary. 
Pop-up Stall; December 4th& 5th On the hill at Wythop 
Mill; from breakfast til dusk.  
Family Carol Service; St Cuthbert’s, December 12th[for time 
see service schedule.] 
 
Ragbags; Unwanted clothing, linen, shoes, handbags and 
belts; all welcome and thank you for keeping the 
donations coming.  Items can be left in the porch at St 
Cuthbert’s OR in the collection bin at Ling Crest, Wythop 
Mill.  All money raised goes to Dewode.  Any items or 
comments for the next edition please send to Jean at 
jeanmaca@aol.com or 01768776184 by January 7th 
please. 

Embleton Village Hall Notice Board. 
Hi everyone. The Bazaar was a bit of a washout this year 
and it has been decided to give it a miss next year, but if 
anyone has any ideas for a function to raise some money 
for all the charities in the district, we will be pleased to 
hear it. Sometimes you must rethink these things before 
they get stale. Christmas is around the corner please 
check with your group leader your closing times over the 
holidays and if you want to book the hall in the New Year 
let me know as soon as possible please.    
What’s on in December? 
Dance class 6.30pm, Edna 76630. 
Thursday: Circle dance 7pm, Kathleen 76532. 
Friday: Yoga 9.30am, private function. 
Friday: Youth Club 6.30pm.  
Sunday; Dance class 7.30pm, Edna 76630. 
Thursday 2nd: U3A photographic group 9.30 am.  
Friday 3rd:   Ensemble choir 2pm. 
Monday 6th: Private Function 1pm. 
Wednesday 8th: W.I. 7.30pm. 
Thursday 9th: Walking Group 12.30 am. 
Friday 177th: Ensemble choir 2pm.  
Saturday 26th: Private function 11.30am. 
What’s on in January? 
The regular classes as above 
Thursday 6th: U3A Photographic group 9.30am. 
Friday 7th: Ensemble Choir 2pm. 
Saturday 8thSocial, private function 5.30pm. 
Saturday 15th Meeting 9.30 am. 
Sunday 16th: Choir concert 3pm. 
 
The ducks and the Ostle household wish you all a Merry 
Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year.    

Wythop 
Christmas suddenly seems to be very close!   We will be having a Carol Service on Sunday, 19th December, and a Ser-
vice of Holy Communion at 10.00 a.m. on Christmas Day. We wish everyone a very Happy Christmas and our Best 
Wishes for the New Year with the hope that these strange times will return to a feeling that we are safe enough to so-

Uldale 
Church Building Work. 
It is hoped that, by the time you read this, our Faculty will have been submitted and we will simply have to await the 
outcome. We have responded to the points raised by the various Amenities Societies and now pray that they, the DAC 
and, of course, the Chancellor will give their go-ahead. Please continue to pray for a successful outcome. 
 
Uldale Christmas Lights & Carol Singing— 12th December 6.30 on the Village Green. Switch on of the Christmas lights 
with Carol singing , followed by mince pies and mulled wine. Prey for good weather! 
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Setmurthy  
St Barnabas Church. 
Cleaning & flowers: 
December Mrs N. Laws & Mrs K Greenbank 
January Mr A Fisher & Mrs J Fisher 
Christmas Services 
We would be pleased to see many of our Parishioners at 
our Christmas services & hope we can serve 
seasonal refreshments following the carol service, 
Please check the Binsey Link or Church notice board or 
website for dates & times of services. 

New Bench 
The DCC wish to offer our sincere thanks to Jenny & Chris 
Sheilds for the beautiful new bench that they have       
provided in memory of Jennys’ parents which replaces 
the bench that they gave 25 years ago. The old bench was 
used & appreciated by visitors & locals & we hope the 
new bench will continue to offer a quiet place to enjoy 
the natural surroundings of St Barnabas. 
 
Parish Hall 
Burns Lunch to be held on Sunday 30th January 2022 at 
12 noon. To book or for more information contact Peter 
or Nicola on 017687 76483 

Torpenhow 
Church services 
Please check the service page, website, Church and  
Village notice boards for details of our Christmas services. 
Contact the website: binsey.org.uk for any alterations to 
the services. 
Please continue to observe covid19 precautions. We ask 
that you wear a mask when entering and leaving Church, 
but if you wish you may remove it when sat in a pew. We 
are now singing again at our services and hope that you 
will join in. 
St. Michael’s Church is open daily until dusk for private 
prayer. 
We are hoping to resume holding events in 2022 and will 
publish details when these are arranged. 
Torpenhow DCC wish everyone in our Parish and Mission 
Community a joyful Christmas and peaceful New Year. 

Baggrow and Blennerhasset Village Hall.  
After what seems a very long time due to Covid and 
building works and getting a new committee together, the 
village hall is reopening. 
We have a Facebook page: Village Hall, Blennerhasset and 
Baggrow and email bhandbgvillagehall@gmail.com 
If anyone would like to hire the village hall for birthday 
parties, classes, events and functions please get in touch, 
the kitchen is well equipped and we have a new central 
heating system.  
 

Events: 
4th December Looking for something new to read then?
Why not come along to the COFFEE MORNING and BOOK 
SWOP between 10.00am and midday in Torpenhow Village 
Hall. There is a good selection of reading material to 
choose from and always plenty of tea/coffee and cake to 
enjoy while having a chat with friends  

10th December We are having the annual light switch on 
green on the from 6pm til 8pm with a visit from Santa and 
refreshments in the village hall afterwards.  

11th December table top sale £5 per table start time 11am 
until 2pm:  contact Iain Bozier on 07495261627 or via our 
Facebook page. 
 
18th December Christmas produce sale to be held in The 
Grey Goat, poster with categories will be on Facebook, and 
posters around the villages.  
 
14th January 8:00 PM to 10.30PM we have the Bone 
Doctors playing live, tickets will be on sale at £5 each and 
can be obtained by contacting Ian Bozier on 07495261627 
or from the Grey Goat Baggrow.  
 
7th January Tea in the afternoon will start at 2pm until 
3.30 pm, be lovely to see faces old and new for tea, coffee, 
cakes and a natter. 

Parish Hall Chairman’s Report 2020-2021 
The pandemic has severely reduced the use of the Parish 
Hall due to the advice for social distancing which has     
restricted the number of people in the Hall to a maximum 
of twenty. Twenty is less than half of the normal capacity, 
consequently we have been unable to have any          
meaningful events in the Hall for nearly two years. This is 
an unfortunate situation as the refurbishment of the Hall 
is now complete and we have a Hall to be proud of that is 
ready to be used for the benefit of the community. 
During the refurbishment of Blindcrake Village Hall we are 
pleased to have been able to provide suitable facilities for 
the First Responders group to hold their refresher      
meetings. Other small groups, DCC, Parish Hall committee, 
Education Trust have also used the Hall for meetings. The 
Hall is now ready for use and any persons who would like 
to use it, whether it be on a regular basis or a one off for 
meetings and common interest groups such as yoga,     
artists, gardeners, cooks, knitters, etc, and now that life is 
returning to a more normal 
state the booking secretary would be pleased to discuss 
suitable dates and times with interested parties. 
We look forward to the challenge of 2022 to be able to 
bring our community back together with a range of        
enjoyable sociable events. 
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The Annual Candlelit Christmas Carol Service at 
St.Michael and All Angels, Isel will be on Sunday 19th. 
December at 4.00pm. 
 
Christmas Eve Holy Communion at St. Michaels, Isel will 
be at 9.00 pm on Friday 24th December. 
 
Please note that these service times are provisional so 
please check them on the service rota at the beginning of 
the magazine. 

Ladies Coffee at Moota 

Ladies coffee at Moota Café will be on Monday 13th 
December  at 10.30am. 
 
VILLAGE HALL NEWS:   We now have a new dedicated 
website for Blindcrake Village Hall. You can find it 
at  https://www.blindcrakevillagehall.org.uk  There are 
still a few tweaks to be done and we’ll be keeping it 
updated with events and  bookings. 
 
There is a webmail link on the contacts page and a picture 
gallery.  If you have any high resolution photos of village 
events for inclusion please send them on to Ros Berry, or 
the new address, to be found on the new website. 
We are also awaiting installation of broadband, which we 
hope will be in the next few days. 
 
To hire the hall for your event, class, exhibition, or party, 
please book on the new website [click on Hiring],  https://
www.blindcrakevillagehall.org.uk  or contact the bookings 
secretary using 07503 763590, TEXT ONLY, please. 
 
Monday 20th December: Village Hall Draw Night, 7pm for 
7:30pm. Join us for our fundraiser, it is slightly different 
this year, but we still  hope to offer Music, Mulled Wine, 
Mince Pies, and a chance to get together with friends and 
neighbours.    
 
We will have our raffle, and will be offering tickets for 
some great prizes, before the night, and also at the 
door.   Look for more details, which will appear 
soon,  from our website:    https://
blindcrakevillagehall.org.uk/  

Mondays:   Yoga  6pm-7pm For details please contact 
Sarah at  sarah.e.green@hotmail.com 
Wednesdays:   Pilates  6:30-7:30pm  For details please 
contact Angela at https://www.mipilates.co.uk/  
 
 
 
 

Isel and Bridekirk Parishes First Responders 150 Club Draw 
November 2021    
1st Prize A Hodgeson 
2nd Prize  L Berry 
3rd Prize  Y Eden 
4th Prize A Kennon 
Drawn 2nd November  2021 Art Group, Beech Farm,  
Sunderland 
 
The First Responders offer an invaluable service to the 
parishes of  Isel, Bridekirk and Setmurthy; they all trained 
in life support and give their time freely, bringing their skill 
and equipment to an emergency in those vital first few 
minutes.  The “150 club” is a main source of income to 
provide these volunteers with training and equipment.   
 
If you would like to join the “150 
club”, or know someone who 
would, contact Moira Purvis on 
telephone 01697320534 or email 
moirapurvis@hotmail.com  

Isel 
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On Saturday 6th November, members and friends of 
Bassenthwaite Women’s Institute gathered on 
Bassenthwaite village green to plant a tree in 
commemoration and celebration of 100 years of the 
WI in Bassenthwaite. President Sue Mendus said she was 
delighted that, after delays because of COVID restrictions, 
we were now able to come together for this celebration 
and was pleased to ask Grace Mitchell, a WI member for 
nearly 70 years, with 60 of those as a Bassenthwaite 
member, to have the honour of leading the ceremonial 
planting of the rowan tree. 
 
After the planting was completed, all gathered in the 
Methodist Chapel for coffee and cake where Sue Mendus 
thanked everyone for coming and drew attention to a very 
interesting display of items from our archives which had 
been arranged by Ros Downing, our archivist. Ros then 
said a few words about the early beginnings of 
Bassenthwaite WI and reminded us that the first meeting 
of Bassenthwaite WI was held on Thursday 6th November 
1919 at 6.30 in the Church Room (recently converted to a 
dwelling). There were 30 members present and it is 
recorded that the evening was devoted to the exchange of 
good dressmaking patterns. They subsequently enjoyed a 
supper then some entertainment with several members 
singing and reciting. Much has changed in the WI over 
the years but Bassenthwaite still maintain the tradition of 
a buffet supper and after the supper some 
entertainment - although nowadays usually a quiz or game 

not singing and reciting (arguably something of a loss!) By 
the end of the first year total membership of 
Bassenthwaite WI was 57. 
 
Numbers have fluctuated over the years with a high of 86 
in 1950. For 2021 we have 33 members and hope our local 
WI will continue to flourish for another 100 years.  
Rowan trees have a life expectancy of between 70 and 100 
years and it would be lovely to think that as yet unborn WI 
members would be planting its replacement in 100 years’ 
time. 
 
Our thanks to the Parish Council for giving permission for 
the tree to be planted, to Alan Mossop from Blindcrake for 
digging the hole and to Bob James and John Matthews for 
assisting with the tree and the filling in and to all who 
braved the inclement weather to celebrate with us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For centuries our 12 parish churches have been a spiritual home to generations of villagers and our inspirational  
buildings not only help shape the character of our villages , but are also reminders of the presence of God in our daily 
lives, supporting people at times of joy and of sorrow. 
We are very grateful to all who support our work – generously giving their time, their talents and their money. We 
hope that the 12 parish churches of Binsey can continue to be very much at the heart of our community life, offering a 
haven of peace and reflection to all our parishioners.  
However, there are now some considerable challenges for us as the pandemic continues to have a significant impact 
on the income of each of our churches, and yet most of the running costs and financial commitments remain the same.  
 
The Binsey Team receives no external funding and is entirely reliant on donations. Therefore, if any of you could  
consider making a financial donation, your gift would be very gratefully received. Your donation can be made as a  
one-off gift or you can make a regular monthly donation instead. If you are able to make a financial contribution, then 
you can send a cheque (made payable to the ‘Binsey Team Ministry’) to the Binsey Team Treasurer and his address 
details are on the back page. Please give details of whether you wish your gift to be used for any specific purpose or a 
specific church.  
Alternatively, you can visit our website - www.binsey.org.uk and click on the ‘donate’ button on the home page or 
‘give’ on the church pages, where a direct internet link allows a financial gift to be made to any of our 12 churches  
using your debit card. 
 
Stephen 
Revd. Stephen Banks 

Support our 12 Churches in Binsey 

Bassenthwaite WI Centenary Tree 
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WI 
Uldale and Ireby WI 
 
The president, Doreen Gleed, welcomed 16 members to 
our November meeting. Apologies were received from 
Elspeth Alexander, Sarah Ashburner, Susan Bidwell, 
Elizabeth Gill, Lorna Reynolds, Mary Ritson, Jacqui Spanton 
and Gladys Strickland. The minutes of the last meeting 
were taken as read. Money for the calendars was taken 
and members were given an update on the Christmas 
meal. (There will be a Secret Santa and the competition 
will be for a train in any medium.)  Contributions for the 
food bank should be brought to the regular December 
meeting and Angela Marrs has kindly agreed to take the 
donations to the Wigton food bank. 
At next month’s AGM, nominations will be invited for 
people to serve on the committee. 
After the business meeting Debra Binns showed us how to 
make a corsage using dried seed heads and tiny flowers. 
She explained that ladies should wear a corsage facing 
downwards on the right hand side of their outfit. We all 
had great fun making our own corsages from the material 
that she and various members had brought and the vote 
of thanks was given by Amanda Ingram. The competition 
for a flower from the garden was won by Susan Little, with 
Doreen Gleed coming second. The drawing was won by 
the speaker and the hostess for the evening was Betty 
Lawson. 
 
The next meeting will be the AGM followed by Christmas 
crafts. 
 
Embleton WI  
Embleton WI were pleased to be able to start indoor 
meetings again in the village hall in September and 
welcomed three new members to our branch. The speaker 
was Ros Downing, from Bassenthwaite WI, talking, 
appropriately, about “How did Downing Street get its 
Name”. In October the Northumberland Honey Company 
from Haltwhistle gave members a fascinating talk about 
Beekeeping and brought honey, candles, and sparkling 
mead for members to buy. 
On 10 November we held our AGM and pie and pea 
supper. After such a long period of being unable to meet, 
due to the Covid-19 epidemic, the committee elected in 
2019 has kindly agreed to stay in post and Amanda Durkan 
will continue as president until November 2022. All the 
members are very grateful for the work the committee 
have done to keep us in touch with each other 
throughout this difficult time.  
Our next meeting will be the Christmas party on 
Wednesday 8 December. Meetings are held at 19.30 at 
the village hall on the second Wednesday of each month. 
We are always pleased to welcome guests and new 
members; please contact our secretary Joanna South 
01900 828110 for more information. 

Bassenthwaite WI 
 
For our October meeting we had arranged a talk on 
Knitting. Unfortunately, due to ill health, ourspeaker was 
unable to attend, so many thanks to Ros Downing who 
stepped in at short notice to give us a most interesting talk 
of “Stories from the History of Computing”. 
Love them or hate them, computers in one form or 
another are now an integral part of our lives. From 
washing machines to hearing aids as well as our tablets, 
laptops, smartphones and of course modern cars we can’t 
get away from them! Ros traced the development of 
computers from Ada Lovelace and Charles Babbage in the 
first half of the 19th century to Tim Berners- Lee and the 
development of the world wide web in the latter part of 
the 20th century. In 1944 the worlds first electronic digital 
computer, named Colossus, was built by a British team led 
by Tommy Flowers and housed at Bletchley Park. As its 
name suggests it was enormous, but Colossus played a 
vital part in the winning of the World War. Unfortunately, 
the existence of these machines was kept secret until the 
1970’s, so the American-built ENIAC (Electronic Numerical 
Integrator and Computer) from 1946 often takes the title 
of ‘first’. It was interesting to hear of the important role of 
women in operating these machines though it is only 
relevantly recently that theircontribution has been 
acknowledged. 
 
The competition (still with a knitting theme) was won by 
Verena with a lovely pair of small, knitted socks and the 
entertainment by Lena with a very neat stocking stitch 
sample knitted using matchsticks! 
 
For our December meeting on Thursday 9th December the 
speaker will be Stephen Warnes with the theme of 
‘Singing’ so we are hopeful of some audience 
participation. The competition will be ‘A 
Show Programme’. 

 
 
 
 
 
:  
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Parish Council Information 
Allhallows Parish Council.  
 
The meeting was held in accordance with current 
coronavirus regulations and subject to social distancing.  
Diane Thompson was welcomed as a new Parish 
Councillor 
Planning: No planning applications had been received 
Accounts: Payments and the draft budget were agreed, 
and Precept set for 2022/23 . 
Allhallows Centre: The floor in the tearoom has been 
completely refurbished. Events are beginning to take place 
once more and a busy Christmas is anticipated. The Art 
Exhibition had been a great success. 
Flooding: Despite the appalling weather , there had been 
no reports of flooding in Baggrow 
Allotments: These are in good order. There was a 
discussion over whether bonfires should be allowed on 
the allotments  but no decision has yet been made. 
Grass cutting: Specific areas for cutting were discussed for 
attention  
Road Sign: The damaged sign at Watch Hill was reported 
to Cumbria County Council 
Speeding on B5299: Nothing has been heard from Mark 
Jenkinson and County Highways about this continuing 
problem 
Local Government reorganisation: Our Allerdale 
Councillor informed us that discussions are ongoing 
Queen's Platinum Jubilee: The Council will join in local 
celebrations on June 22nd 2022 
Vacancies : We still have vacancies. If you are interested in 
our community and would like to join, please contact 
Trevor Gear , Parish Clerk on: 
Allhallows.parishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk 

EMBLETON AND DISTRICT PARISH COUNCIL. 
 
Another sad tale: It has come to our attention that the 
Parish Council has attracted adverse criticism on social 
media, some of which was personalised and thereby 
completely unacceptable. The Council always welcomes 
constructive comments but if some aspect of the Council’s 
work gives parishioners cause for concern, please contact 
our Clerk, who will advise on the next step. Her contact 
details are always at the end of these articles, on our 
website and on all the parish notice boards. Better still, 
come along to a meeting and find out what lies behind the 
decisions we make and, who knows, you may find that you 
would like to join us.  
A66 The restructuring/resurfacing of the A66 between 
Lambfoot and west of Westray Farm is now complete but, 
at the time of writing, the necessary road markings could 
not be completed during the contract period owing to the 
persistent wet weather. This work will be completed when 
the conditions permit. 

County Roads CCC Highways were planning to resolve the 
drainage/flooding problems on the Lorton Road junction 
at Lambfoot from 15 November. The work is, to some 
extent, weather dependent but we hope that waders and 
a boat will be no longer necessary to negotiate that 
stretch after rain. 

Lanes scheduled for pothole-patching are: Higham Hall to 
Setmurthy Church, Higham Hall to The Close, Routenbeck 
to Moorlands and Brumston Bridge to Eskin Farm (part). 
The more robust jet-patching procedure is in abeyance 
until the, hopefully, drier time of year. 
Play Area Paul Carr is now looking after the Play Area and 
being well-supported in his task. He has plenty of ideas on 
how to make sure the area continues to give so much 
pleasure to its many visitors and, for a start, there is a 
Work Party planned for 8 January 2022. For further 
updates, watch this space. 
 
The date of the next meeting is Wednesday 19 January 
2022 at 7pm in Embleton Village Hall, and will follow our 
Covid-19 Risk Assessment Protocol: 

Register attendance on arrival 
Wear masks 
Sanitize their hands on entry to the Hall 
Socially distance by 2m 
Remain seated for the whole meeting 
Leave promptly at the end of the meeting and 

immediately disperse. 
 
Much as we would like to welcome you, please do not 
attend if you have any Covid-type symptoms. 
 
If you have a matter that you would like to raise, please 
contact our Clerk, Becx Carter, on 077866 78283 or email 
her at embletonparishclerk@hotmail.com. 
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School News 
Ireby  
This half-term is proving to be jam packed as usual!  The 
children have been out and about enjoying their weekly 
forest school activities and KS2 have been to Tullie House, 
Keswick Museum and Castlerigg Stone Circle.  The Topic in 
KS2 "The Stone Age" has been wonderfully engaging for 
the older children in school.  At the beginning of the topic 
they were asked to think about what they would like to 
explore and find out about.  Here are just a few of their 
very interesting and thoughtful questions.....  "Did they 
use tools?"  "Did they have friends?"  " Did they have 
tribes?"  " Did they have religion?"  "Did they have 
lights?".  One particularly thought provoking question, and 
one that demonstrates quite a mature awareness of what 
is currently high on the agenda across the world was  "Did 
they destroy the world like us?"   The children in KS2 were 
fascinated at Tullie House with a hands-on geology 
session, and also at Keswick Museum with a workshop led 
by Dave followed by lots of great insight from Joanna from 
The National Trust at Castlerigg Stone Circle learning 
about its history. 
The younger Binsey Class have been recently enjoying 
learning and celebrating Divali and their forest school fun 
has been continuing including telling Dragon Fire stories in 
the woods and learning about fire safety linked to bonfire 
activities and marshmallow toasting (always 
popular!).  This week the whole school welcomed a visit 
from Sarah Watt from Pyjama Drama for a day who taught 
the children about road safety in the Globe Hall.   Some 
fantastic road safety posters were produced and some of 
these can be seen on our Twitter feed and Facebook page. 
The children will soon begin Christmas preparations 
including a day with the PTA making Christmas crafts for 
the Ireby Christmas fayre and preparations for our school 
Nativity and Christmas Service (December 
16th).   Christmas Jumper day is also planned which is 
always a highlight and great fun.  Following the KS2 
success at a recent netball tournament, the children are 
taking part in a cross-country event at Nelson Thomlinson 
this month which is fantastic to see local schools coming 
together again to take part in sporting events.  Hopefully 
we will see many of you at our village Christmas fayre and 
Light Switch On event on 4th December.  A wonderful 
community event with festive refreshments and some 
Christmas shopping.  
 
Boltons 
In November, we dressed up in bright colours for Bonfire 
Night and we had a ‘Break the Rules’ day to help raise 
money for Children in Need. The children enjoyed having a 
day where they could be rule breakers by bringing in a toy 
of their choice, wearing non-uniform, having spray paint in 
their hair and having extended playtimes, as well as other 
rules, which they enjoyed breaking for the day. 
The children in KS2 have represented us in two festivals 

recently; we are proud of how they performed in both the 
Cross Country and the indoor athletics. They all had a 
great time and an excellent attitude during the events. 
We have spent a lot of time talking about COP26 and 
Climate Change and thinking about how we as individuals 
can be courageous advocates to help save our planet. In 
all our classes, we have made individual promises to the 
planet and as a school we promise to actively work 
together to reduce waste: food, paper, water and 
electricity. 
We are all excited about the lead up to Christmas and the 
plans we have in place for this month. The children have 
been busy practising for both the infant and junior 
Christmas performances, which will be held at the Market 
Hall in Wigton. 
The lead-up to Christmas is always a busy period of time 
for everyone in school. In the final week before the 
Christmas break, the children will be having a craft day, 
where they make a range of Christmas decorations and 
crafts, they will be tucking into their Christmas dinners 
and they are really excited about the Christmas parties 
with their classes. 
 
Plumbland 
Everyone enjoyed our whole school History themed 
morning where we made Roman oat cookies, 
designed Tudor coats of arms and Viking shields, made 
paper craft stone age mammoths, created a 
middle age feast and learnt about the history of Cadburys. 
Our Junior children have been taking part in multi skill 
fitness sessions led by Rob Jefferson and we 
have all been impressed with our children’s enthusiasm at 
the activities. Our Junior children are also 
enjoying their swimming sessions at Wigton baths. We 
learnt all about the importance of bonfire 
night safety with a visit from WPC Parker. 
Year 3 and 4 children have begun their forest school 
sessions. So far they have explored the 
woodland and stream, played team games and observed 
the changes in the forest in Autumn. 
Julia from Tullie House presented a Remembrance drama 
workshop for us. We dressed up and acted 
out different parts- soldiers, civilians etc. and observed 
and handled real artefacts from the war 
years. The session was particularly enjoyable and made us 
really think about the sacrifices people 
made during the war and what life was like for them. 
We are looking forward to the upcoming Christmas 
festivities and especially to performing our 
Christmas concert, ‘The Magical Christmas Jigsaw.’ 
We would like to wish all of our families and members of 
our community a very happy Christmas. 
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CALDBECK AREA FILM SOCIETY 2021/22 
Caldbeck’s friendly Friday films are back! 
It’s been a long year, but we are pleased to announce the 
new programme of varied films for the coming season.  
This is a provisional programme and may have to be 
changed, so please keep an eye open for any updates. 
We will comply fully with Village Hall and national 
regulations in place at the time. Now this would mean 
spaced seating, wearing a mask and booking to avoid 
overcrowding. 
Regretfully at present it will be too complicated to offer 
refreshments, but please feel free to bring your own. 
Caldbeck Village Hall 7.30pm   
December 3rd   David Copperfield               
From start to finish, this retelling of Charles Dickens' 
classic novel is a delight. "Colourful" and "laugh-out-loud 
funny" aren't terms immediately associated with Dickens' 
original story, but this film is wonderfully enjoyable. 
January 7th First Cow 
A fable of land and freedom that shows friendship and 
rural life rooted in the rich soils of the US Northwest. 
Films £5 on the door, but must be booked ahead 
Contacts: Sally Vaux, 016974 78626, sallyvaux@aol.com 
& Roger Gook, 01968 484840, roger@vicargate.uk. 
 
1st Torpenhow Brownies have just gained a new 
leader who will be in Torpenhow Village Hall to start 
meetings again on Tuesday, 11th January from 6.00 to 
7.30pm. 
All girls aged between 7 and 9 who live in the 
Binsey Team area and beyond are invited to 
join us for fun and games.  

If  you would like to join us or know of anyone who would 
then just email torpenhowbrownies@gmail.com and we 
will get back to you. 
If you would like to join us or know of anyone who would 
then just email torpenhowbrownies@gmail.com and we 
will get back to you. 
 
Caldbeck Surgery 
Christmas 2021 and New Year 2022 
We will be closed on the bank holidays 
Monday 27 th December 
Tuesday 28 th December 
Monday 3rd January 
Please ensure you order your meds in plenty of time to 
allow us to process them. 
You can order 24 hours a day, 7 days a week by ringing 
016974 78296 
 

Skiddaw U3A 
Skiddaw U3A: With the easing of the restrictions of 
lockdown, Skiddaw U3A has restarted many of its 
activities again, including its monthly meetings. The next 
monthly meeting will be held on 19th January at 10.30 am 
when Mark Hatton will give a talk entitled "Understanding 
18th Century Gravestones" at the Alhambra cinema in 
Keswick. We have more than 50 different activity groups 
so if you are retired or semi-retired and want to stay 
active, learn new things and make new friends, pick up a 
copy of our Annual Guide to Groups, visit our 
website www.skiddawu3a.co.uk or contact Tony Marsh on 
017687 72137 

General  

Bothel  
This term our school Christian values are Love and Compassion and last term our focus value was Generosity. In school 
we have been linking lots of the things that we do for our community to our Christian values and we finished last term 
with a very generous donation to the North Lakes Food Bank. We held our Harvest celebrations in school this year in-
stead of going to Church and shared our singing and poems via video; all of our children and families were so generous 
in their donations of food to help those who need it. This term, we are already getting ready to focus on Children in 
Need and Remembrance and how we can show love and compassion to others through these charities too. As I write, 
we have a beautiful display of poppies made from recycled plastic  bottles adorning our school fence, made by  
everyone in school. 
Since our last entry, we have been very busy in school with cycle training for Year 5 and 6, swimming for all of KS2, a 
whole school visit to Siddick Ponds and a science show from the London Science Museum for KS2. We have been  
thinking as a whole school about how we can reduce our impact on the environment too and our “Green Team” of 
children from across the school have been working hard to investigate where we could use less energy, switching off 
lights that don’t need to be on and reminding staff of laptops and interactive boards that have been left on standby! 
 
We are already looking forward to Christmas and rehearsals for our Christmas play are well underway, with some  
wonderful singing to be heard around the school. We are looking forward to a pantomime trip and a brilliant  
celebration of both advent and Christmas! 

School News continued 
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M & E ELLIOT 
(Agricultural Merchants) LTD 

 

For all your………. 
Lime 

Fertiliser 
Bedding Lime 

Salt 
…...needs 

 

Just Call  016973 71379 

Fiona’s Footcare 
Qualified Foot Health Practitioner 
Fiona Atkinson 
BSc, DipCFHP, MPSPract 
Clinic or home visits dealing with foot 
and nail care. Callus, corns, fungal nails. 
Ingrowing toe nails. Diabetic foot care. 

Tel:  07704 484287 
Evening:  016973 42688 

 
 

Free estimates on all joinery, including 
internal joinery, roofing, cladding,  
kitchens, wardrobes, windows, doors 
and commercial work. 

Russell Crompton - 01697 321725  
07976 962720 / 
rj.joinery@hotmail.co.uk 
Swan House, Bothel, Wigton, CA7 2JG 

SOUTHEND GARDEN  
SERVICES 
 
Grass Cutting 
Pressure Washing 
Garden Tidy-ups 
Hedge Cutting 
Rubbish Removal 
 
Contact Paul: 07704038214 
38 Southend, Wigton 

Acupuncture  
Massage  

Acupressure  
Peter Thompson over 27 years 

training and experience. 
Pain, Stress, Arthritis, Headaches & 

more. 
016973 71003 / 07952 113 531 

www.acupuncturemassage.co.uk 

M CROSSLEY 
Builder / Stonemason 

& Dry Stone Waller 
Time served 

30 years experience 
Free estimates 
Fully insured 

07989 564 591 

Music Tuition 
 

Mrs Yvonne Griffin 
GBSM ABSM ARCM 

07949 821375 
M Richard Griffin ARCM 

07790200274 
 

Piano - Clarinet - Saxophone 
Music Theory - Accompaniment 

All Grades 

 
 
 
 

SPECIALISTS IN PROVIDING 
BESPOKE LEGAL SERVICES 

Clifford Court, Cooper Way,  
Parkhouse, Carlisle CA3 0JG  

01228 888 999 
www.bpkcumbria.co.uk  
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CHIMNEY SWEEP  
NEIL BEATY  
N.A.C.S member 

 
Power Sweep Prompt reliable 

M 07835976030   
01768779085 

 
Find me on FACEBOOK  

 
ASPATRIA’S ONLY OPTICIAN 

 

We’re open:   
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday  

9.00am-5.30pm 
Wednesday and Saturday  

9.00am-1.00pm. 
 

Private and NHS testing 
We now stock Ted Baker, 
Guess and Jaeger frames. 

Maui Jim and Nike sunglasses 
also available. 

You’ll find us on the B5301 to Silloth  
(turn off the A596 at the Esso Garage)  
opposite the Letters Inn/Park Lodge.   

 

So call in to see us or ring for an  
appointment.  

FREE parking in front of The Practice. 

016973 22285 

   

 

The Larches  
Caravan Park 

Mealsgate, CA7 1LQ 
Caravan and Camping 

Accessories, 
Also Caravan Servicing 

Tel: 016973 71379 
07749 696693  
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Whitewater Dash Organics 
Organic Beef & Lamb 

Certified organic, frozen, 
vacuum packed. 

Tel: 016973 71217 
Stockdale, Uldale  
(nr Overwater). 

G. Dixon 
Decorating Ltd 

 

For all your painting and 
Decorating Needs 

 

Over 40 Years experience 
Tel: 016973 23829Mob: 

07562 139805 

 
 

 
 

JILL GLENCROSS 
Independent Funeral Director 

An independent family business.  Jill offers a friendly, personal and  
professional service, and is available 24 hours a day. 

Please call Jill 24 HOURS / Tel: 01228 317373 
PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST  - 16 The Square, Dalston,  

Carlisle, CA5 7PY.  

Selection of homemade 
cakes & scones 

Breakfast 
Light lunches 
Daily specials 

23 Market Square, Aspatria, CA7 2HB 
(next to Esso Garage).  

Contact Liz: 07901 812160 
Monday to Saturday - Open from 8am 
The Old Bank Tearooms 

We Sell & Deliver                                                                                                        
Kiln Dried Softwood, Hardwood & Pizza Oven Logs - BSL 

Virgin Woodchip – EN Plus A1 Wood Pellets - Kindling 
Coal – Smokeless Fuel – Hotmax Fuel logs - Firelighters 

Peat Free Compost – Screened Topsoil - Decorative Bark & 
Woodchip – Sawdust  

West Coast  
Composting Ltd 
Wilson Pit Yard 
Wilson Pit Road 

Whitehaven, CA28 9QJ 

Waste Recycling Services 
We also offer recycling services for green/brash  

waste + timber. 

Tel: 01946 328008 |Email: info@westcoastcomposting.co.uk  
Web: www.west-coast-group.co.uk 

 

 

WE’VE GOT THE COUNTY COVERED! 

Workington—01900 606646 
Penrith—01768 483633 
Carlisle—01228 712323 

www.handyconcrete-cumbria.co.uk 

From a driveway to a full construction site.  
CALL US FIRST FOR A COMPETITIVE QUOTE! 

Smeatons Chartered Surveyors 
Residential and commercial property valuations: 

for mortgages, property purchases, divorce, probate, asset  
management, tax assessment, help-to-buy sales and more 

Structural Surveys 
 

Bob Smeaton: 07796 338570 / 016973 20661 
rjs@smeatonscharteredsurveyors.co.uk 
www.smeatonscharteredsurveyors.co.uk 

Psychotherapist 
Thirty years experience. Based in Bothel 

and registered with British  
Psychoanalytic Council BPC. 

Psychotherapy is a talking therapy which 
is explorative and leads to a deep self-

understanding, helping with  
mental health and wellbeing,  

relationships, and a more satisfying life.  
JudithMarianSmith@hotmail.com 

07541330814 

Colin Graham Antiques 
43 Market Place, Cockermouth 

We buy & sell antiques,  
collectables and lots more! 

Scrap gold purchased.   
 

Shop: 01900 824418 
Mobile 07712206786 

Well worth a visit 
Home visits by appointment.  
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First Aid Courses 
Emergency First Aid at Work 

Outdoor First Aid 
 

Conference Facilities 
Holiday Apartment 

Group Accommodation  
Activity Holidays : 

walking, kayaking, craft, teens 

www.bassenfell.org.uk 
 017687 76366  

info@bassenfell.org.uk 

Pow Heads Farm Meat  
open every Monday 

 

Have a ride up and have a look, 
but if you start going downhill 

you’ve missed us! 
 

Home produced lamb and beef 
Home made bacon and sausage. 

Phone Marie for more info  
07931 878 014 

 

W.S.REID LTD 
(Mark Szandurski) 

 

Joiner and Funeral Director 
24hour Service 

Private Parlour of Repose 
 

OUTGANG SAWMILL, ASPATRIA 
Residence:  

Willow Dene, Outgang Road, Aspatria 
 

Telephone: (016973) 20551 

Cass and Telford 
Roofing Services 
Traditional slating,  

Re-roofing and  
Roofing Repairs 
07766 394390 / 
016973 21602 

James Richardson 
Groundwork Contractor 

Concreting & Foundations 
Drainage & External Works 

  Ground Clearance & Tree Felling 
Wood Chipper/Log Splitter Hire 

Mob 0782 552 5557 
Tel 016973 22583 

www.richardsoncivils.co.uk 
Croft End Plumbland 

MASSAGE, 
THE BOWEN TECHNIQUE, 

HUMAN & EQUINE, 
REFLEXOLOGY, 
REIKI HEALING,  

FACIALS AND WAXING,  
TOENAIL CUTTING.  

Helen M Cahill 
Tel: 016973 71682, Ireby 
www.helenmcahill.com 

Garden Services  
GRASS/HEDGE CUTTING, 
FIREWOOD  MERCHANT,  

SEASONED LOGS, 
ALSO, LIMESTONE 

GRAVEL/SUBASE TYPE 1 
AND 3, 1 AND HALF TON 

LOADS OR DUMPY BAGS  
ANDREW CARR  

TEL: 07729070155 

 

30 King St, Aspatria 
(next to the Co-Op) 

Personalised gifts for  
all occasions. 

Wedding accessories, party 
supplies & helium balloons. 

 
 

Find us on Facebook 
www.CroftEndEmbroidery.co.uk 
www.LakelandLaserCreations.co.uk 

Tel: 07917206790  

 

 
Great advertising rates 

in the Binsey Link 
Contact  

Craig Williamson at  
accounts@binsey.org.uk 
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Odd Job Man 

 
No Job Too Big or Small 
special rates for O.A.P's  

Ring Felix on 
07798 566356 

Evergreen Florist 
Flowers for all occasions,  delivered 

throughout the Binsey Link area. 
Order on-line at   

www.lakedistrictflowers.co.uk .   
or call Andrew & Debra on  

07808 328809  

 
Great advertising rates 

in the Binsey Link 
Contact  

Craig Williamson at  
accounts@binsey.org.uk 



 

December 2021 

P Mason 
Painting & Roofing  

Contractor 
All Work Fully Guaranteed 

 

Free Estimates and Advice 
 

For Fast Friendly Service  
Call Perry on 

 

07766 311036 

Michael Coates 
Joinery Ltd 

Tel/Fax:016973 21550 
Mob: 07780 512670 

 

All aspects of Joinery 
Fitted Kitchens 

Upvc Windows, Doors 
Cladding 

Free no obligation estimates 

JOHN HUNTER - ROOFING CONTRACTORS 
Slating and tiling specialists, flat roofing specialists, liquid rubber 

approved installer, Upvc roofline, lead work,  
Velux windows, chimney stack work. 

ALL ROOFING WORK FULLY GUARANTEED.   
24 HR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 

Tel:  016973 26103 / 07764 357812 

 

 

Foot Health Practitioner 
Brenda Hankin 

DipCFHP (Higher) , FPSPract 
 

Home visits dealing with routine foot  
& nail care, corns, callus,   

verruca, fungal conditions, 
 ingrowing toe nail,  
diabetic foot care.  

 

Tel:- Mobile-07887 820 924  
Evening:- 016973 71752 

Lakeland Cleaning  
Services 

Specialising in Domestic & 
Holiday properties. 

 
Contact: 07757 906980. 

Sales@lakelandcleaningservices.com 
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ROBIN HOOD SAWMILL LIMITED  
         BASSENTHWAITE  

 
BESPOKE LARCH  

DRIVEWAY GATES  
AND  

PRESSURE TREATED TIMBER  
CUT TO CUSTOMERS  

REQUIREMENTS.  
 

 TEL: 017687 76437  

PLUMBER 
 

General plumbing/heating 
 

Oil boilers Installed, Serviced  
and Repaired 

 

Oil cookers serviced  
and repaired 

 

Tel. Chris 
07709 022935 

APPROVED COAL MERCHANT 
 & MINI DIGGER HIRE 

 
J G MUMBERSON 

Home  016973 71796 
Mobile 07968 170967 

Field House, Ireby, Wigton, CA7 1EQ 

TAI CHI CLASSES 
Bolton Low Houses Village Hall 

Movement based exercise training 
deep body  

and mind awareness.  
Stimulating - Energising -  

Relaxing. 
 Contact J & D Haines 

01697344676 
www.bodymindtaichi.co.uk 

KEVIN BARTON 
Motor Body Repairs 

Modern and Classics undertaken 

Property Maintenance 
No job too large or small 

Portable Appliance Testing 
(PAT) 

Holiday Cottage Management 
016973 71672 / 07733 107 177 

handyladbarton72@gmail.com 

HELLON ELECTRICAL LTD 
Domestic | Agricultural  
Industrial | Commercial 

 
Friendly and reliable service, 
from extra sockets to full rewires. 
Based in Mealsgate, covering all local areas. 
016973 71771 or 07747114058.  

INDEPENDENT  FINANCIAL ADVISER  
David Hopkinson IFA Ltd  

We give advice on • reviewing your existing investments  
• life assurance to protect families • making a new investment 

• funding for long term care fees  • saving for retirement  
 

Expert advice -Value for money  
Home appointments available – free initial meeting  

The Old Vicarage, Newton Arlosh, Wigton, CA7 5ET  
016973 52446  

www.davidhopkinsonifa.co.uk  
      Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority  
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Binsey Team Safeguarding Officer 
Jean McGrady, Globe Cottage, Wythop Mill, Embleton, 
Cumbria, CA13 9YP.  01768 776 184 / jeanmaca@aol.com 

Mrs. Hilary Chaddock 
016973 42342 

Emeritus Lay Ministers 
Mr. J. Spedding       017687 75356       

Church Wardens 
All Saints, Allhallows 
Mr. L .Raven   016973 71136  
Mrs. D. Hetherington 016973 20321 
St. Bega & St. John, Bassenthwaite 
Mr. A. Bowe   017687 76405  
Mrs. S. Stockdale  07773365029 
All Saints, Boltons 
Mrs. E. Foster  016973 42306   
Mrs. B. Grainger  016973 71909  
St. Cuthbert, Embleton 
Mr. K. Evans   017687 76620 
St. James, Ireby 
Mrs. B. Boyes  016973 71580  
Mrs. B. Johnson  016973 71578  
St. Michael, Isel 
Mr. D. Roberts  01900 823547 
Mrs. A. Thompson  01900 823763  
St. Cuthbert, Plumbland 
Mr. A. Watson  016973 21906  
Mr. G. Cox   016973 21898           
St. Barnabas, Setmurthy 
Mrs. E. Marrs  01900 823329 
Mr. A. Fisher   017687 76277 
St. Michael, Torpenhow 
Miss E. Bell   016973 71921  
Mr. R. Cox   016973 22007 
Mr. D. Lomax  016973 21277  
St. James, Uldale 
Mr. A. Coxon   016973 71939 
St. Margaret, Wythop 
Mrs. A. Cameron  017687 72394 
Mrs. K. Brandwood     017687 76330 
 
 

There is no Binsey Link in January (printed 10 times a year missing January & August) 
Copy deadline for the February 2022 issue is 10th January 2022 

Methodist Ministers 

Canon Michael  
Braithwaite 

016973 23429 

Honorary Assistant Clergy 

Revd. Clare  
Spedding 

017687 75356 

Lay Ministers 
Mission Community Leader 

The Binsey Team Mission Community 

Mr. Graham. Cox 
016973 21898 

Treasurer - Craig Williamson 
accounts@binsey.org.uk  

07967 635238 
The Ghyll, Threapland, Aspatria, CA7 2EL 

The Revd. Stephen Banks 
The Vicarage, 
Torpenhow, 
CA7 1HT 
 

Tel. 016973 71541  
teamrector@binsey.org.uk  

Team Vicar 
The Revd. Peter Gilroy 
The Vicarage, 
Ireby, 
Wigton 
CA7 1EX 
 

Tel. 016973 71430 
teamvicar@binsey.org.uk 

The Revd. Paul Saunders and  
Deacon Kina Saunders 
 
Tel. 01900 823273 
superintendent@westernfells.uk 

Revd. Julia  
Hedley 

017687 76844 

Editor - Craig Williamson 
binseylink@binsey.org.uk  

 

Parish Admin - Sandra Hillyard 
admin@binsey.org.uk  

07392 443969  
  


